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proletarian officials and commissars have lately em-
ployed to "reduce" the so-called kulaks or rich peas-
ants were not infrequently as summary and brutal as
those of Czarist generals a generation ago in quelling
peasant uprisings. When a prominent proletarian wants
the room occupied by a member of the former Intelli-
gentsia or middle class, a Soviet official will frequently
sign an order for the evacuation of the premises. Simi-
larly if the job held by a former intellectual is wanted
by some unscrupulous or envious proletarian he will
obtain it through the simple expedient of casting a slur
on the man's "social status." An investigation will be
ordered and the former intellectual will be "cleansed,"
or removed from his job for the good of the prole-
tarian service.
I cannot pass over a few of the more glaring inci-
dents of the humiliation of men and women from
among the deposed classes by some of the more ruth-
less members of the class now in power, by ignorant or
depraved members of the proletariat, that came under
my personal observation.
On Petrovka, the Fifth Avenue of Moscow, a peas-
ant drove his horse into a crowd of people at a cross-
ing. They scattered in every direction with the
exception of a young woman who was thrown to the
ground. Her hand bag, the size of a brief case, con-
taining her toilet articles, some business papers and
her lunch, opened up and its contents were strewn over
the street.